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April 3, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

TRANSFER OF COUNTY PROPERTY TO THE CITY OF SANTA CLARITA  
TO BE USED FOR PARK PURPOSES 

(FIFTH DISTRICT) (5-VOTES) 
 
SUBJECT 
 
Approve the conveyance of five properties of land owned by the County of Los Angeles 
and currently used for park purposes to the City of Santa Clarita. The five properties are 
currently being maintained by the City of Santa Clarita and are located adjacent to the 
City's Canyon Country Park. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:  
 

1. Find that the transfer of the five County-owned properties to the City of 
Santa Clarita to preserve lands for park purposes is exempt from the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
section 15325(f) of the State CEQA Guidelines. 
 

2. Find that the five County-owned properties, depicted in the map and legally 
described in the Quitclaim Deeds, are local in character.  
 

3. Find that the five County-owned properties are within an area approved for 
annexation to the City of Santa Clarita in 1997 and 2006 by the Local Agency 
Formation Commission for the County of Los Angeles. 
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4. Approve the transfer of the County’s right, title, and interest in the five 
County-owned properties to the City of Santa Clarita with applicable conditions, 
and instruct the Chairman to execute the Transfer Agreement and Quitclaim 
Deeds. 

 
5. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer or his designee to execute any other 

documents necessary to complete the conveyance upon approval as to form by 
County Counsel. 
 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION  
 
The County of Los Angeles (County) has been working with the City of Santa Clarita 
(City) in completing the transfer of properties used for park purposes and operated 
within the City that were not transferred at the time of annexation.  Your Board recently 
approved the transfer of three County Parks on June 14, 2011.  The County currently 
holds title to five parcels owned by the County (collectively, County-owned Properties) 
used for park purposes, adjacent to the City’s Canyon Country Park that should have 
been transferred from the County to the City at the time of incorporation in 
December 1987.  The City has been operating and maintaining these County-owned 
Properties since the incorporation, and approval of the recommended actions will 
authorize and convey ownership of these County-owned Properties to the City with 
applicable conditions, as was intended in 1987.  Additionally, approval of the 
recommendations will find the conveyance of the County-owned Properties to the City 
exempt from CEQA.  
 
The City has entered into a Transfer Agreement with the County that states each deed 
for these County-owned Properties will contain restrictions that, 1) the County-owned 
Properties are to be used for open space, public recreation, and park purposes only; 
2) the County-owned Properties shall be equally open and available to residents of 
incorporated and unincorporated territory, and there shall be no discrimination against 
or preference, gratuity, bonus, or other benefits given to residents of incorporated area 
not equally accorded to residents of unincorporated territory; and 3) in the event that the 
County determines that the owner in possession is not complying with these restrictions, 
then all right, title, and interest in and to the County-owned Properties shall revert back 
to the County upon providing a 30-day notice to owner in possession of its failure to 
comply with these restrictions and without any necessity of any other affirmative action 
on the part of the County. 
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
The recommended actions support the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Operational 
Effectiveness (Goal 1) by maximizing the effectiveness of the County’s processes and 
structure through the transfer of ownership of park land and operational and 
maintenance responsibilities of parks located within areas that were annexed to the City 
from the County. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The conveyance of the County-owned Properties to the City will have no fiscal impact. 
The County-owned Properties are maintained and operated by the City and will be 
transferred to the City at no cost to the County. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The conveyance of the County-owned Properties to the City is authorized by 
Section 25550.5 of the California Government Code, which authorizes the transfer of 
County real property that has been improved for use as a public park, amusement, or 
recreational area situated within a city, to the city, in exchange for agreeing to continued 
operation of said public park, amusement, or recreational area.  
 
As required by Government Code Section 65402, notification of the proposed transfer 
was submitted to the City’s Department of Planning, which has jurisdiction for 
determining conformance with the adopted general plan.  No objection to this transfer of 
ownership was received within the 40 days after the notification was provided.  Notice 
was also given to the appropriate public agencies of the proposed transfer of ownership 
as required by Government Code Section 54222. 
 
County Counsel has reviewed the Quitclaim Deeds and Transfer Agreement related to 
the proposed conveyances and has approved them as to form. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION  
 
The project is categorically exempt from the provisions of CEQA. The transfer of 
government property to the City in order to preserve lands for park purposes is within 
certain classes of projects that have been determined not to have a significant effect on 
the environment in that it meets the criteria set forth in Section 15325 (f) of the State 
CEQA guidelines.  The project involves conveyance of properties to be used for park 
purposes.  
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